Caring for children with autism spectrum disorder. Part II: screening, diagnosis, and management.
Recent emphasis on the importance of early identification and intervention for children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) highlights the need for nurses in the community and primary care settings to learn to screen for ASD in children. In addition, given that ASD now affects 1 in 150 children, it is probable that nurses in a variety of settings, at all practice levels, will encounter children with ASD. Nurses need to be able to support families, educate parents, manage basic issues relevant to ASD, and advocate for these children and their families.